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The UF/IFAS Citrus Research and Education Center (CREC) offers students unique learning opportunities in a variety of concentrations. In addition, students are able to join with like-minded professionals. Here, you'll also find valuable resources, including health and housing information; research and professional development opportunities; and more. 
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Academic Programs




The number of graduate students at CREC varies by semester, but typically 30-40 students with a mix of Master’s and Ph.D’s. Many students spend their first semester in Gainesville to complete lab courses then move to CREC to complete their degree. If interested in applying, please see information for each department below or contact Dr. Kirsten Pelz-Stelinski, 863.956-8666.

	Agronomy
	Entomology and Nematology
	Food and Resource Economics
	Food Science and Human Nutrition
	Horticultural Sciences
	Environmental Horticulture
	Microbiology and Cell Science
	Plant Molecular and Cellular Biology
	Plant Pathology
	Soil and Water Sciences Department
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Courses




CREC faculty offer graduate level courses in person at CREC and via distance learning technology. If interested in enrolling for a class, please contact the course instructor.

	Course	Title	Method	Credits	Term	Instructor
	PMA 5205 	Citrus Pest Management 	Lecture 	3 	Spring (odd years) 	Duncan 
	ENY 6821 	Insect Microbiology 	Online 	3 	Spring 	Pelz-Stelinski 
	PLP 5115C 	Citrus Pathology 	Lecture 	3 	Fall (odd years) 	Killiny 
	PLP 6905 	Insect Transmission of Plant Bacterial Pathogens 	Lecture 	3 	Fall (even years) 	Killiny 
	HOS 6545 	Advanced Citriculture I 	Lecture 	3 	Fall (odd years) 	Vincent 
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CREC Graduate Student Organization (GSPO)




	
Laura Cano  
 President
laura.canocastro@ufl.edu	
Eva Mulandesa
 Vice President
emulandesa@ufl.edu	 
	
Mariá Brenelli de 
Paiva Vidotti
 Secretary
mbrenellidepaiva@ufl.edu	
Jacobo Buritica
 Treasurer
jacobobledobur@ufl.edu
	
Yasmeen Saleem
 Student-Faculty
 Representative
saleemyasmeen@ufl.edu	
 Dr. Kirsten Pelz-Stelinski
 Faculty Advisor
 pelzstelinski@ufl.edu  


Upcoming Events
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Housing and Health Resources




Housing

CREC dormitory space is for UF students seeking a UF degree, postdocs, and academic visitors (student or faculty). The dorms are to be used as a temporary accommodation for newly arriving residents until they can get acquainted with the area and find other housing. One room will be reserved for visiting scientists. Dorm facilities contain shared living, dining, laundry, and kitchen area with 8 private rooms and 4 shared bathrooms. Each bathroom is shared by 2 residents. The residents are responsible for cleaning of shared and private spaces, however, biweekly professional cleaning is provided to clean the common spaces.





Leasing Information
Maximum stay is 6 months. The current monthly cost is $250. To apply for housing, please complete the Housing Application Form.





Dorm Guidelines
Click here for Dorm Guidelines
Biweekly inspections
No pets
No smoking
No overnight guests





Transportation Options
Citrus Connection 
Uber 
Lyft





Restaurants in Lake Alfred
Cornerstone Grill
Dunkin Donuts
Hardee's
Lavender 'N Lace Tea Room
Lake Alfred Diner
Las Comadres Taqueria y Mariscos
Luigi’s Italian Restaurant
Lang's Taste of Florida Café
Plan B Bar & Grill
The Back Porch





Grocery Stores in the Surrounding Area
Aldi
Dollar General
Dollar Tree
Family Dollar
Heavenly Honey Amish Warehouse
Publix
Walmart
Winn-Dixie

For more information, email Resident Coordinator Sarah McCoy at sarahmccoy@ufl.edu with your starting date and faculty advisor's name.





Dorm Photo Gallery (Click Here)





Health Resources

UF Counseling and Wellness Center

	Helping Students in Distress
	Services
	Workshops and Events
	Gator Grad Care
	UF Student Health Care Center (Gainesville)


Before going to a medical facility, please check your insurance policy.

Local Medical Facilities

	Gessler Clinic 
	Bond Clinic 
	Owl Urgent Care 
	BayCare Urgent Care












	








	



















	







	





























  




	

Research Symposium





	



Research Symposium




The purpose of Posters and Pastries is to highlight research by our graduate students, postdoctoral research scientists, and biological scientists. This is an annual event for our community to become acquainted with ongoing research activities across the multitude of specialties represented at the CREC. The event is an opportunity for developing presentation skills, while networking with colleagues across disciplines. The chance to receive constructive feedback from peers and mentors is a fundamental component of this event.

Dates and Guidelines

The 10th Annual UF/IFAS CREC - Posters and Pastries Research Symposium will be held in-person on Friday, April 22, 2022. The purpose of this event is to showcase CREC graduate student, postdoctoral associate, biological scientist, and visiting scientist research. Refreshments will be provided during the research symposium.

Dates

	April 6, 2022: Deadline to submit abstract
	April 13, 2022: Deadline to submit poster for printing


Abstract Guidelines

	Abstracts must be in Times New Roman font, 11 point, single spaced
	Title should be bold and uppercase
	In the list of authors, the presenter name should be bold and underlined
	Provide department name, position, and advisor
	For a sample abstract, click here.


Poster Printing Guidelines

	Preferred poster size is 24 inches wide by 36 inches long. Posters should not exceed 44" wide by 44' long. If your poster does not meet the poster guidelines, exceptions can be made in advance by notifying Kathy Snyder, snyderkm@ufl.edu.
	You can also find a helpful guide for how to create an effective research poster here.
	Please upload your poster here.


Registration

	Registration will be available in spring 2022.


Awards

Graduate Students

	1st – Collin Lewis-Solomon
	2nd – Samuel Kwakye
	3rd – Naweena Thapa


Postdoc Winners

	1st place – Sheng-Yen Wu
	2nd place – Sylvia Bonilla
	3rd place – Jeane Dayse Pulici


First Time Presenter Poster

	Sadikshya Sharma













	

Professional Development







	



Professional Development




Many resources are available to graduate students and postdocs. You may view the available resources at the links below.

	Professional Development Resources for CALS Graduate Students
	Office of Graduate Professional Development
	Office of Postdoctoral Affairs
	Postdoc Development Workshops and Materials
	Postdoc Mentoring Resources












	








	



















	







	



























  






	
		
			
			


    	
	
	
	
	



			




Contact

Feedback
Citrus Research and Education Center

  700 Experiment Station Rd. Lake Alfred, FL 33850

  (863) 956-1151



  Land Grant Mission

	Teaching
	Research
	Extension





Information

	Ask IFAS (EDIS)
	UF/IFAS Experts
	UF/IFAS Blogs
	UF/IFAS Bookstore




Policy

	Accessible UF
	EEO Statement
	IFAS Web Policy
	SSN & UF Privacy
	Analytics (Google Privacy)
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